IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

JANE DOE, ¢t al,
Plaintiffs
VS. :  Civil No. 361586-V
: Track 4
SOVEREIGN GRACE MINISTRIES, et al. :  Judge Sharon Burrell
Defendants :

MOTION TO DISMISS DEFENDANTS COVENANT LIFE CHURCH, INC.,
CHARLES JOSEPH MAHANEY, GARY RICUCCI, JOHN LOFTNESS, AND
GRANT LAYMAN

Come now the Defendants, Covenant Life Church, Inc., Charles Joseph Mahaney,
Gary Ricucci, John Loftness, and Grant Layman, by and through their attorneys, Thomas

Patrick Ryan and McCarthy Wilson, LLP, and pursuant to Maryland Rule 2-322,

respectfully request that this Honorable Court DISMISS the Complaint filed against

them. In support thereof, these Defendants state as follows:

1. The Plaintiffs have failed to state a claim upon which relief can be granted;
2, The Plaintiffs have failed to comply with basic pleading requirements,
3. The Plaintiffs lack standing to bring this claim and/or their claims are

barred by the statute of limitations;

4, Maryland does not recognize a cause of action for clergy malpractice; and

5. The Plaintiffs claims are barred by the First Amendment.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, and as is more fully set forth in the
accompanying Memorandum of Grounds and Authorities, these Defendants respectfully
request that this Honorable Court:

1. GRANT their Motion to Dismiss; and

2. GRANT such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper.
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Respectfully submitted,

McCARTHY WILSON LLP

By:

Thomas Patrick Ryan

2200 Research Boulevard, Suite 500
Rockville, MD 20850

(301) 762-7770

Attorneys for Defendants Covenant Life
Church, Inc., Charles Joseph Mahaney,
Gary Ricucci, John Lofiness, and Grant
Layman

REQUEST FOR HEARING

These Defendants, Covenant Life Church, Inc., Charles Joseph Mahaney, Gary
Ricucci, John Lofiness, and Grant Layman, respectfully request an oral hearing on all

issues raised herein.

Thomas Patrick Ryan



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY certify that on this 25th day of February, 2013, a copy of the foregoing
Motion to Dismiss was mailed first-class, postage prepaid, to:

Susan L. Burke, Esquire
BURKE PLLC

1000 Potomac Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20007
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

William T. O’Neil, Esquire

THE O’NEIL GROUP, LLC

7500 Old Georgetown Road, Suite 1375
Bethesda, MD 20814

Counsel for Plaintiffs

Paul Maloney, Esquire

Alexander M. Gormley, Esq.

Carr Maloney PC

2000 L Street, N.W., Suite 450

Washington DC 20036

Counsel for Sovereign Grace Ministries, Inc.

Daniel D. Smith, Esquire

Gammon & Grange, P.C.

8280 Greensboro Drive, Seventh Floor
McLean, VA 22102

Counsel for Covenant Life School, Inc.

Robert E. Worst, Esquire

Kalbaugh, Fund & Messersmith

4031 University Drive, Suite 300

Fairfax, VA 22030

Counsel for Defendants Sovereign Grace Church Fairfax, David Hinders,
Louis Gallo, Frank Ecelbarger, Mark Mullery, and Vince Hinders

Richard D. Holzheimer, Jr., Esquire
Cochran & Owen LL.C

8000 Towers Crescent Drive, Suite 160
Vienna, VA 22042

Counsel for Lawrence Tomczak

Thomas Patrick Ryan
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